
   

 

Discussion Page 

Tolerance…. 

Putting up with  

something you dislike? 

     As I sit down to write these few words 

 the noise coming from the next room is 

deafening, and I wonder whether I can 

tolerate the banging of the sledge  

hammer long enough to string some coherent thoughts 

together…..or will the clouds of dust choke us all to an  

asthma inducing stupor? 

What is actually going on next door is the demolition of 

our kitchen in readiness for the installation of the new,  

modern sleekly efficient German made replacement.  

So yes; I will certainly “put up with” the interruptions I dislike 

so much! 

Interestingly this segues perfectly into the theme of this 

edition of your A.M. which as you know is ‘Tolerance’.  

Like most of us I have often equated tolerance with merely 

‘putting up’ with a situation, a set of opinions, even with 

those whom I have viewed as ‘different’.  But of course, it is 

really so much more complex than that. 

Tolerance is a moral value that is all too frequently  

confounded with prejudice, and often viewed negatively.  

For example, “I don’t like the colour of your skin, but I will 

still serve you so as not to lose your custom”.  Is this a  

tolerant person speaking? Such a person does not  

discriminate, but remains intolerant in thoughts and beliefs. 

Tolerance is a moral value that should be placed firmly 

within the moral domain. Much of the research into   

tolerance has been conducted through the lens of prejudice 

leading to the common acceptance of the view that absence 

of prejudice by default, means tolerance. 

Tolerance and prejudice are theoretically different  

concepts that coexist within us all.  They are not opposites, 

but neither are they synonymous. Tolerance (unlike  

prejudice) can be grounded in the moral domain and  

therefore can offer a positive approach to examining  

relationships between those who are different from each 

other in such vital areas as skin colour, philosophy, religion 

and culture. 

Many recent philosophers link tolerance with respect for 

the individual, as well as with mutual respect and  

consideration between people. Perhaps then we can  

develop an alternative definition of tolerance.  Could it then 

be argued that tolerance should be regarded as a positive 

civic and moral duty between individuals irrespective of 

colour, creed or culture?  If such a definition is accepted, 

tolerance then becomes a moral obligation that allows the 

conflicting claims of beliefs, values and ideas to coexist,  

as long as they fit within acceptable moral values.  For  

example, varying marriage practices fit within those  

acceptable moral values, while abuse of children is immoral 

and cannot ever be tolerated. 

My own belief is that tolerance is an essential component 

in the fabric of social unity, and a shield against intolerance 

and prejudice. Its emphasis on fairness, justice and 

respect, and the avoidance of harm to others, identifies it 

plainly as a moral virtue. 

And then I wondered, does empathy play any part  

in the definition of tolerance?  Some psychologists believe 

that empathy is the most important motivator for moral 

behaviour. This of course is highlighted by the fact that  

truly empathetic people, by the sensitivity of their thoughts, 

are able to place themselves in another’s shoes; to not  

only “talk the talk” but to also “walk the walk”; to really un-

derstand how it would feel to be treated badly.  

Is this the essence of tolerance? 

Why does religious and political intolerance keep up a 

seemingly obsessive grip on the citizens of our world?  

Are we witnessing the re-emergence of global intolerance, 

even within democratic nations? My mind inevitably  

homes in on the far right insurrection in the US during the 

presidency of Donald Trump.  This appears to indicate to 

me that ‘democracy’ and ‘tolerance’ have never been  

synonymous either.  Can this be attributed to catastrophic 

breaches of Human Rights; or to poor governance in  

response to intolerant practices? When debates are  

conducted as conflicting exchanges of views, democracy 

demands that the ‘winner’ earns the position of power.  It 

then becomes even more critical to ensure that the minority 

view is not silenced and that tolerance is practised.   

Tolerance from all sides is needed. 

So then, it is apparent that tolerating something is much 

more complex than the commonly accepted idea of ‘putting 

up’ with something that one happens to dislike. 

How then should we as Catholics define and practise 

tolerance? Should we think (as Amy Gutman from  

Pennsylvania University does) that tolerance enhances  

democracy and the quest for human flourishing; and that  

we should agree to disagree because we respect each  

other as moral and civic equals? 

Or perhaps the ideas of Socrates about the pursuit of 

truth are more relevant?  His philosophy embraced the  

personal gains we make when we are able to see the value 

in another’s perspective of truth, because to accomplish  

this, one has to humble oneself to realise one’s own  

limitations and fallibility; to fundamentally recognise the  

capacity for both moral virtue and error in ourselves, and 

others. 

Or perhaps the exhortation of Jesus to simply 

“love one another” is sufficient a definition and  

direction for us?  I would love to know what you think.   

Let’s chat again next edition. 

This is an invitation for feedback!    Mary. 

    In Loving Memory of the Hanzic, D’Aeth and Poljakov Families 
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 " Sacred Heart of Jesus, fountain of every blessing"  

Written by Nicola Hanzic 
Modern Day Heroes 

Often, when I lie in bed, my mind wanders over  

what I have seen and heard during the day.  I often 

dwell upon the misery of others around the world 

and then think how truly blessed we are to be living in 

Australia.  Yet, for many, life is a struggle.  This morning 

I read an article about those who have had to mask  

their autism because society is all about fitting in.  

The conclusion to this statement seems to be that  

people find it hard to tolerate what cannot be  

understood.  Obviously there is much for us to learn. 

So what can we do? Sometimes it’s in the little 

things.  Yesterday I watched Andre Rieu’s recorded 

show from Dublin. In one part, and I would like to  

believe that this was a spontaneous act, an older  

child called out to Andre from the front where people 

had been dancing, “I can play the piano,” a sentence 

that she repeated.  How did André respond?  He bent 

over and shook her hand.  Satisfied, she turned around 

and all but skipped up the stairs, to the sounds of 

tumultuous applause.  Why was this special?  Because 

the child appeared to have Downs Syndrome for one 

thing, and for another, she had interrupted the show.  

The response was a living example of love and  

tolerance for another, because understanding and  

respect, rather than condemnation, had been shown.  

   Moving on. There are some truly amazing  

people around today, who, when confronted with a 

need, endeavour to respond in some way in order to 

make the world a better place. 

Street Side 

Medics 

Last year, Dr 

Daniel Nour, 

founder of 

Street Side 

Medics, was 

named Young Australian of the Year. Whilst 

researching this wonderful human being, I read that Dr 

Nour, a Coptic Christian, told the Catholic Weekly on  

1 January, 2022,  “ My views are very much based 

around my faith I’d say.”  The article went on to state 

that  “his relationship with God is motivation for his ser-

vice”, and mentioned that “the Coptic Community is 

known for its strong showing in the medical profession 

and its commitment to service.”  

According to their print out, Street Side Medics is a 

non-profit, GP led mobile medical service for people  

experiencing homelessness in the city of Sydney and 

across NSW. The founder and his fellow directors 

shared a vision of providing an exceptional standard of 

healthcare to the homeless community, which is “the 

fundamental right of every human being without  

distinction of race, religion, political belief, economic, or 

social condition”, according to the World Health  

Organisation. 

The service operates from a mobile medical van 

which ensures that they are able to reach the homeless 

community across many locations, with the assistance 

of a number of volunteers.   Each doctor is an accredited 

doctor and each van is fitted with necessary equipment 

to provide primary healthcare services. The primary  

objective of the Service is to provide healthcare to  

those who cannot afford it.  A great example of  

tolerance of, and compassion towards all, regardless  

of race or creed.  By day, Dr Nour works as a medical 

officer on the cardiac ward of  

Sydney’s Royal North Shore 

Hospital. By night he is  

volunteering on the streets with 

others.  Amazing. 

Orange Sky Laundry Mission 

During my research I read 

that school friends Nicholas (Nic) Marchessi and Lucas 

Patchett founded Orange Sky in Nic’s garage in 

Queensland when they were both twenty years old.  

The idea arose after they’d spent time helping out at 

their school's food van. They soon realised that there 

was a need to provide simple yet essential services to 

the community.  After installing two washing machines 

and two dryers in the back of an old van, their plan was 

to visit parks around Brisbane and provide access 

to free laundry services.  Today, they operate a number 

of services across Australia supported by over 2000  

volunteers.  They have been named Young Australians 

of the Year, and are Order of Australia recipients.  

Orange Sky is ‘a not-for-profit organisation’ that  

provides free mobile laundry services, warm showers 

and genuine non judgemental conversation and  

connection to people experiencing homelessness and 

doing it tough. (It is written 

that) people accessing  

their services are called 

‘friends’. In this charity,  

people are quite simply  

accepted for who they are.   

Tolerance in action. 

Unsurprisingly, other organisations around the world 

also reflect these ideals of love, tolerance and  

compassion towards others.  Knowingly, or unknowingly, 

people are following Jesus’ command to “love one  

another as I have loved you.”  It has been an absolute 

delight writing this article, as it is all about positivity.   

We should always remember that, with effort, dreams 

and ideas can become a reality.   
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     It has been a successful start to 2023 at St Augustine’s 

Parish Primary School. Students and teachers have  

settled in well with lots of new learning taking place. 

    Over the holidays the staff participated in professional 

learning on scripture and the sacraments.  

      In the short three weeks that school has been back, 

we have welcomed our new Preps, held a successful  

swimming carnival, engaged our Year 6 students in a  

leadership day and welcomed Fr Noyichan at his first 

Chapel Mass with 2 Yellow. 

                         

                 Proudly Printed &  sponsored by 

            In 2023, St Augustine’s celebrates 97 years of  

         education in Coolangatta and Currumbin Waters.  
 

     It is our 36th year on the site at Currumbin Waters.  As we  

embark on a new journey, join with us in this exciting phase to 

help shape the future of St Augustine’s Parish Primary School.   

We are proud to be part of this school community.     

     Our door is always open to new families in the surrounding 

area.  You are invited to visit our school and experience its 

vibrancy first hand.  

School  News 

 

12 Nuban Rd, Currumbin  Ph 5598 1005                     

     Effective learning and teaching is supported by a safe,  

positive and productive learning environment based on our 

mission statement, along with consistency, fairness and  

engagement.  Positive behaviour support is at the centre  

of all learning and teaching at St Augustine’s.  

     We gathered together in prayer, as a community, to 

celebrate our Opening Mass.  Fr Noyichan spoke about 

the importance of love and prayer. 

     We were extremely proud of our  

Student Leaders, in Year 6, who received 

their badges, blessing and recited their 

Leadership Pledge to the community. 

Thank you to everyone who joined us to celebrate! 

St Augustine’s Leadership Team 

St Augustine’s  
  Parish Primary School 

Fr Noyichan celebrated 

Mass with the students 

 

GOD CREATED YOU TO  

BE A SUPERHERO  

I can do all things through Christ who 

strengthens me.– Philippians 4:1  
BE 

SAFE 
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70th 

   Blessings 

 

The following celebrations have blessed our Parish 
life since our last edition.  Please let us know your  
important occasions so that we can publish them  
and acknowledge significant events in our Parish.      

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy  Birthday to 

 

Therese Fitzsimmons - 80 yrs 
Clarise Desfosses - 80 yrs 
John Hanney - 84 yrs 
Del Sutton - 86 yrs 
Patrick Campian - 96 yrs 
 Marg Canny—80 yrs 

85th 

80th 
60th 70th 

95th 
90th 

Celebrations!  
We mourn with the loved ones  

  and pray for the following members  
  of the Faith community who have died. 

Brian Wych 

Doreen Dawney 

Terry Taylor 

Margaret Roati 

Norah Zepf 

Paula Ahern 

Margaret McClone 

Raymond Green 

Mia Maccan 

Cliff Cowell 

K Miller 

Ann Scriha 

Ray Busby 

Len McKeown 

Ian Crump 

Kathleen Goodwin 

Veronica Cabban  

Tom Moriarty (Ireland) 

  Lorna Quinlan (Vic) 

  Sandra Crawford  

At home in Heaven,  loved members of the Cabban, Harvey, Taylor and Walker families. 

 

 

 

Blessings on all those  
who have recently  

  been married.  
 

 Benjamin Munro & Madeline Brennan 
 

 Mitchell Martin & Tayah Lloyd 
 

 Patrick Goddard & Phoebe Mortimer  

Marriages 

  Wedding Anniversary 

 

Congratulations to all celebrating a 

wedding anniversary. 

Gerry & Nel De Graaf  - 63 yrs 

 

May God your Eternal 
Friend bless all your days.  
May God speak in the very 
heart of you and be in each 
of your words and actions.  

May this Soul Mate  
anticipate your every need, 

stand with you in every  
struggle, and nudge  

you in every challenge.  
May you be friend and  

soul mate to those 
closest to you.  

May God your Eternal 
Friend bless you.  

--Maxine Shonk, OP 

Blessing 

Via Crucis: The Way of the Cross 

Father Peter John Cameron, O.P 

What has the cross given to those who have gazed upon it  

and to those who have touched it? 

What has the cross left in each one of us? 

You see, it gives us a treasure that no-one else can give: the certainty of the 

faithful love that God has for us.  A love so great that it enters into our sin 

and forgives it, enters in to our suffering and gives us the strength to bear it. 

It is a love that enters into death to conquer it and save us.   

The cross of Christ contains all the love of God;  

there we find his immeasurable mercy.  

This is a love in which we can place all our trust, in which we can believe. 

          Pope Francis 

The Installation of our new  

parish priest, Father Noyichan  

Mamoottil Antony MCBS, will 

have occurred just as this  

edition goes to print,  

so more in the next edition. 

Installation Celebration 

   ‘So let us wait with  

      trusting prayer,  

  for God’s forgiveness  

           to repair’. 

Baptisms 

We welcome the following who  
have recently become members  

of our Faith family. 

Chesca Knowles 

Sadie Schmith 

Charlotte De Nardi 

Hudson Pizzol 

Mia Maccan 

Aoife McGuigan 

Florence Treby 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=xlG2ZGZmZUxyHM&tbnid=mn-rPoLsiKw6AM:&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=%2Furl%3Fsa%3Di%26rct%3Dj%26q%3D%26esrc%3Ds%26source%3Dimages%26cd%3D%26docid%3DxlG2ZGZmZUxyHM%26tbnid%3Dmn-rPo
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=W8nhVtLhqSXAWM&tbnid=vkPYyPgMmF4H2M:&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.immaculata.edu%2Fua%2F&ei=ANsXVI73OOGgigLVpYHgBQ&bvm=bv.75097201,d.dGc&psig=AFQjCNHJLD3VEj14RT
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Community Bank  
Tugun  5559 5700 

 

  Christmas party and Farewell to Fr John 
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42 O’Connor Street, Tugun  4224 

  Mailing Address: P.O. Box 117  Coolangatta  4225 

Sponsored  by  www.heritagebrothers.com.au   Ph: 5535 8758 
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‘AM’ Editorial  Committee 

Nicola Hanzic, Peter Cossins, Brenda Hindmarsh, 
Sharon Cabban, Chris Mason, Pauline Goh-Stribling 

  

The material in this journal remains the property of the editor. 

From the Editor’s Desk...by Peter Cossins  

Tolerance seems to be a 

sparse commodity today and 

yet it is a much needed  

quality in our fractured world.  

It undoubtedly develops in the 

home, but from there it is  

influenced by life experiences.   

Social media too has much  

to answer for as we are  

influenced by the written word, 

be it fact or fiction.  The saying, 

‘sticks and stones may break 

my bones, but words will never 

hurt me’, is quite wrong.  

Sadly, a sense of  

entitlement seems to pervade 

our society. This can mar a 

person’s judgement. Do we 

forget to be human along  

the way and forget Jesus’ 

command, “Love one another 

as I have loved you?”  A great 

example of this is seen in  

the article about unsung 

heroes, and on the letter’s 

page.  Or, do we just become 

judgemental and intolerant of 

those who are different to us, 

be it physically, culturally or 

religiously?  If so, nothing has 

changed really since the time 

of Jesus, when he was not 

tolerated because he mixed 

with the outcasts of life,  

the poor, the sinners, the 

homeless and the sick. He did 

not come as a King.   

Jesus wants us to be 

tolerant and show  

unconditional love towards 

others because we don’t know  

what they’re going through.   

When we’re weary, or  

disappointed, or in pain, we 

need to turn to God and  

leave everything in His hands. 

He will give us the strength to  

continue on the soul’s journey 

in a positive manner. We really 

have no understanding of the 

extent of His love for us. 

And so, how can we learn 

to become more tolerant?  

Well, we need to take a breath 

before passing a judgement 

and remember that people 

often hide their feelings and 

true nature behind a facade.  

Next, we might  need to  

develop patience. By being 

patient, and trusting God, this 

will lead us away from  

intolerant and judgemental 

behaviour.  We just need to be 

open to God’s will and  

allow Him to work through us. 

There are two thought  

provoking articles on this  

subject in this edition for you to 

read and ponder. 

I wonder, would we have 

been in the crowd who  

condemned Jesus because 

his whole ministry was against 

the accepted norm? We 

should remember that He is 

always tolerant of our failings.  

He never turned against us. 

No! He looked on us with love 

up to the end of His life when 

He prayed, “Father, forgive 

them because they do not 

know what they are doing.” 

In this edition of the AM,  

we farewell Pope Emeritus 

Benedict, and remember some 

of the milestones of his  

remarkable life on earth. We 

also welcome Father 

Noyichan, (Noy) Mamoottil  

Antony to our parish.  We feel 

sure that you will enjoy reading 

his story. 

Wishing you all the 

joys and blessings of 

the Easter Season.   

          AM Committee. 
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